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Whew, that month 

went by fast!   

I hope each of you 

are gearing up to get 

your gardens or beds 

ready to plant.  We 

have had such warm 

weather, some of you 

may have already 

jumped the gun, like 

me.  I have only 

planted what I can 

afford to lose in case 

we get a late freeze. 

 My grandson started 

peas, purple beans 

and cucumbers for 

me and they are just 

itching to get in the 

ground.  My tomatoes 

are in growing bags 

this year and I have 

about 25 peppers of 

varying kinds hole up 

in the greenhouse. 

They are going in 5 

gal buckets so I can 

move them around as 

the weather changes.  

The Strategic Plan-

ning Committee got 

the survey results 

and I want to thank 

everyone who partici-

pated. This is im-

portant to those of 

us that are trying to 

build our structure 

and the roads leading 

from it.  We are 

working on things for 

members to do, It is 

just taking longer 

than we thought it 

would.  However, it 

has only been three 

months, and we have 

accomplished a lot 

already.   Iõm limited 

to 200 words so I 

guess thatõs all for 

now.   

~ Charlotte Rhodes  

MG President  

 

4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ×ÈÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÎÁÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȦ  !ÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ 

ÖÏÔÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÎÁÍÅÄ Ȭ4ÈÅ 'ÁÒÄÅÎ 4ÈÙÍÅÓȱȢ  3Ï ÉÆ 

ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎȟ ÐÁÔ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÃËȦ  7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÑÕÉÔÅ Á 

ÃÒÅÁÔÉÖÅ ÃÒÏ×ÄȦ 

 The Garden Thymes   

ǒ 4/1 - 9:00 Intern Train-

ing (Propagation and 

Rain Barrel Comstruc-

tion)  

ǒ 4/6 - 6:00 Intern Train-

ing (Turfgrass   Manage-

ment and Landscape 

Principles)  

ǒ 4/11 - 6:00 Executive 

Committee Meeting  

ǒ 4/13 - 6:00 Intern Train-

ing (Fruit and Nut Pro-

duction)  

ǒ 4/17-4/21 - Preparing for 

Spring Plant Sale 

(Dates and Times to be 

announced)  

ǒ 4/20 - 6:00 Intern Train-

ing (Plant ID and Plant 

Sale Prep)  

ǒ 4/22 - 7:00 Spring Plant 

Sale  

ǒ 4/25 - 6:00 Intern Grad-

uat ion and BCMGA 

Business Meeting                                 

Upcoming Events  
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What brought you to MGs? My sweet mom, Ann Canon, invited me to attend the 

class with her for an enriching, ongoing mother/daughter activity. I thoroughly 

enjoyed my time with her at Master Gardeners!  

Tell us about your family.  I have been married to the love of my life, Joey Light, 

for almost 35 years. We have six children ñJordan, a realtor, and his wife, Jen, a 

personal trainer; Cameron, a nurse, and her husband, Ryan, a B -1 pilot;  Josh, a 

chemical engineer; Christian, a cosmetologist; Josiah, a student at Angelo State 

University, and Terry, a junior high student at Wylie.  Iõm thrilled to be known as 

òKikió to my two grandchildren and to have another grandchild on the way! 

What do you do? Iõm a real estate investor in a family business with my dad, Dave 

Canon, and my sister, Beth Nottingham. We buy, sell, rent, remodel and manage 

properties.  #InvestAbilene  

Master Gardener Spotlight  

Karen Light  

3ÕÂÍÉÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ÒÅÃÉÐÅÓ 

ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ 

ÍÇÁÒÄÅÎÅÒÓͽÙÁÈÏÏȢÃÏÍ ÂÙ !ÐÒÉÌ ρυȟ 

ςπρχȢ  

WHATõS COOKING IN THE KITCHEN  
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&ÅÁÔÕÒÅÄ 4ÏÐÉÃ ÏÆ 

)ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔȡ  

#ÏÍÐÏÓÔÉÎÇ -ÁÄÅ %ÁÓÉÅÒ 

(ÏÔ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔÉÎÇ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÒÅ×ÁÒÄÉÎÇȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÓ ÌÁÂÏÒ-

ÉÎÔÅÎÓÉÖÅȢ (ÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÅÁÓÉÅÒ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅÓȢ 

4ÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÕÎÄÅÍÁÎÄÉÎÇ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔ ÉÓ 

×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÔÁÔÉÃ ÐÉÌÅȢ 3ÔÁÃË ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔÁÂÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÉÔ 

ÆÏÒ Á ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ 3ÈÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ ÌÁÙÅÒÓ ÁÓÉÄÅ 

ÁÎÄ ÈÁÒÖÅÓÔ ÂÌÁÃË ÇÏÌÄ ÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÅÉÓÕÒÅȢ ,ÅÁÆ 

ÍÏÌÄ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ×ÁÙȢ ! ÓÉÍÐÌÅ 

ÒÏÕÎÄ ÏÆ ÃÈÉÃËÅÎ ×ÉÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÏÌÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÉÌÅ 

ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ Ȣ 

! ÄÏÕÂÌÅ-ÓÉÄÅÄ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔ ÔÕÍÂÌÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅ 

ÃÏÁÒÓÅ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔ ÉÎ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÆÅ× ×ÅÅËÓȢ 4×Ï ÓÉÄÅÓ 

ÁÌÌÏ× ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÏÆ Á ÎÅ× ÂÁÔÃÈ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ 

ÉÓ ПÉÎÉÓÈÉÎÇȢ *ÕÁÎÉÔÁ #ÁÍÐÏÓ ÇÅÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ 

ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÕÍÂÌÅÒ ÂÙ ÍÁËÉÎÇ Á ÔÈÒÅÅ-

ÆÏÏÔ-×ÉÄÅ ÐÉÌÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ Á ÆÏÏÔ ÄÅÅÐȢ 3ÈÅ ÓÔÉÒÓ ÉÔ 

×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÐÁÄÉÎÇ ÆÏÒË ÅÖÅÒÙ ÄÁÙȢ 

$ÒÉÌÌ ÈÏÌÅÓ ÉÎ Á ÔÒÁÓÈ ÃÁÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ Á ÌÉÄȢ 5ÓÅ 

ÂÕÎÇÅÅ ÃÏÒÄÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÃÕÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÄȢ 4ÈÒÏ× ÏÎ ÉÔÓ 

ÓÉÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÏÌÌȢ  

6ÅÒÍÉÃÏÍÐÏÓÔÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÅÁÓÙ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÆÕÎȢ !ÌÌ 

ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ ÉÓ Á ÓÏÌÉÄ-ÃÏÌÏÒÅÄ ÂÉÎ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÌÉÄȟ ÄÒÉÌÌÅÄ 

ÈÏÌÅÓȟ ÄÁÍÐ ÓÈÒÅÄÄÅÄ ÐÁÐÅÒȟ Á ÈÁÎÄÆÕÌ ÏÆ 

ÐÏÔÔÉÎÇ ÓÏÉÌȟ ÍÁÙÂÅ ÃÒÕÓÈÅÄ ÅÇÇÓÈÅÌÌÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÄ 

×ÉÇÇÌÅÒ ×ÏÒÍÓȢ &ÅÅÄ ËÉÔÃÈÅÎ ×ÁÓÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÔ 

ÅØÔÒÁ-ÒÉÃÈ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȢ  

ͯ!ÕÄÒÅÙ 'ÉÌÌÅÓÐÉÅ 

 

 

 

 

¶ Plant: Seeds for warm -season an-

nuals and edibles, as well as all the 

plants you could not resist at the 

nursery. Summer heat is on its 

way! 

http://aggiehorticulture.tamu.edu

/archives/parsons/earthkind/ekg

arden14.html.  

§ Fertilize: For chemical products, 

based on a soil test. In the ab-

sence of a test, use a high -

nitrogen fertilizer like nitrogen 

sulfate. Use according to package 

directions. Potted plants will ben-

ef it  f r om a liquid balanced f er t i-

lizer. Organic products, if not ap-

plied earlier, will be slow to bene-

fit your plants. 

http://aggiehorticulture.tamu.edu

/archives/parsons/turf/publicatio

ns/mathem.html.  

§ Irrigation: Check your system for 

broken heads, clogged emitters, 

or other problems. Hopefully rain-

fall will be sufficient to take care 

of established landscape plants. 

Consider drip irrigation for 

healthier plants and lower water 

bills. 

http://aggiehorticulture.tamu.edu

/newsletters/hortupdate/hortupd

ate_archives/2004/may04/Drip.h

tml.  
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 Tips of 

the 

Trade  

We've created them, picked 

them up elsewhere, and use 

them on a frequent basis  - our 

favorite tips around the house 

and garden!   

 

Share your favorite tip(s), to 

be included in this  newsletter 

column each month.   

 

Need an example of what we're 

looking for - here's one of my 

favorite tips below!   

 

When planting large and/or tall 

pots, I like to use an empty 

clay pot turned upside down to 

fill the lower cavity of the 

larger pot.   The size of the 

planting container will deter-

mine how big the clay pot can 

be.  The empty clay pot is much 

lighter in weight than using 

gravel as a filler, and allows the 

water to pass through and not 

'collect' as other materials 

might allow.  I'll cover the hole 

in the bottom (now the top!) of 

the clay pot with a broken 

piece of brick or clay pot to 

keep my soil from escaping.  Be 

sure and leave enough growing 

space for your plants to grow 

to their desired size!  Now I 

have the look of the large con-

tainers but not the weight of 

gravel or the expense of filling 

it full of potting soil!   

 

~Kathy Turner  

We're looking forward to see-

ing and sharing your tips!  

Hereõs the link:: 

https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
LSV2V37   

2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ  

!×ÁÒÄÓ  

-ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ  

0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ  

0ÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ  

2ÅÃÕÒÒÉÎÇ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ %ÖÅÎÔÓ  

3ÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ 0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ  

-' )ÎÔÅÒÎ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ  

0ÌÁÎÔ 3ÁÌÅ  

"ÕÄÇÅÔ ÁÎÄ &ÉÎÁÎÃÅ  

3ÐÅÃÉÁÌÉÓÔ 4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ  

"ÙÌÁ×Ó 0ÏÌÉÃÙ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÏÃÅÄÕÒÅÓ  

 %ÁÃÈ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "#-' 

ÔÒÅÅ ÈÁÓ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃ 

ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅȦ  

 4ÈÅ  2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȭÓ 

ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÉÌÄ ÒÅȤ

ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÂÙ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙȡ 

Ý 0ÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÃÈÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 

ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ 

Ý -ÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 

"#-'48Ȣ/2' ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ 

Ý /ÒÇÁÎÉÚÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÆÏÒÍÓ ÆÏÒ 

ÅÁÓÙ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ 

Ý -ÁÒËÅÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÓÁÌÅÓȟ ÏÔÈÅÒ 

-' ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁȤ

ÔÉÏÎ 

Ý !ÃÃÏÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÖÅÎÔÏÒÙ 

Ý -ÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 

!ÎÎ #ÁÎÏÎ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ 2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ 

,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ %ØÔÅÎÓÉÏÎ 

/ÆПÉÃÅ 

 %ÁÃÈ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÉÓ ÏÖÅÒÓÅÅÎ 

ÂÙ Á ÂÏÁÒÄ ÍÅÍÂÅÒȢ 4ÈÅ 2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ  

#ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÉÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ 

+ÁÔÈÙ 4ÕÒÎÅÒ ×ÈÏ ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÁÓ  0ÒÅÓÉȤ

ÄÅÎÔ-%ÌÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ -' "ÏÁÒÄȢ (ÅÒ 

ÇÏÁÌÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅȡ 

Ý 3ÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌÌÙ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔȤ

ÔÅÒ ÂÁÃË ÉÎ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎɂ7ÁÙ 4Ï 

'ÏȦ 

Ý 'ÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÅÄ 

×ÉÔÈ ÐÅÒÔÉÎÅÎÔ ÄÁÔÁ 

Ý #ÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÕÐÄÁÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒÍÓ 

Ý $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÃÅÄÕÒÅÓ Ǫ ÇÕÉÄÅȤ

ÌÉÎÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÖÅÎÔÏÒÙȟ ÍÁÒËÅÔÉÎÇȟ  

×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙ 

Ý 7%,#/-).' !.9/.% 7(/ 

7/5,$ ,)+% 4/ ,%.$ ! (%,0Ȥ

).' (!.$ 4/ 4()3 4(2)6).' 

#/--)44%%Ȧ 

 

ͯ+ÁÒÅÎ ,ÉÇÈÔ 
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Project:  

Dyess Elementary School  

  

 

The Dyess project began Friday, March 

24 th , with parents, students, school per-

sonnel, and Big Country Master Garden-

ers working to improve the appearance of 

the campus at Dyess Elementary School! 

The plan is to amend the soil and put 

plants in two large planter boxes near 

the main/front entrance of the school. A 

few more work days and these 

planter boxes will be planted 

with appropriate plants for 

the area and will be a pleasant 

addition to the Dyess Elemen-

tary School.  

 Dyess Elementary School was re-

cently honored with a Historical Marker 

recognizing a time in history.  In 1963, 

the school was the first in the Abilene ISD to be integrated. A Dyess AFB mother questioned 

her child being bussed across town when the school for some students was just outside the 

base fence. This started the path to integration of AISD.  

The school will celebrate on May 18th & 19th with òI Love Americaó programs and Air 

Force dignitaries will visit. There is a parade in the plans, following the program on the 19 th , 

and Master Gardeners are invited to participate.  

 This project certainly meets Master Gardenersõ goal for education and community in-

volvement and will be enjoyed by many!  

~Mary Sue Riskus  

 


